OFFICE OF THE TOWN ADMINISTRATOR
870 Moraine Street
Marshfield, MA 02050

MARSHFIELD’S COVID — 19 TASK FORCE UPDATE

June 24, 2021

Task Force: Police, Fire, Board of Health, Board of Selectmen, Emergency Operation Center, Town Administrator,
Schools, DPW and Council on Aging, Building Commissioner, Treasurer, Town Counsel and IT:

MARSHFIELD REMAINS IN THE GREY!

This update is intended to inform Marshfield residents and visitors that the Massachusetts Department of
Public Health, per the MAVEN database that as of Thursday, June 24, 2021 the number of confirmed cases
in Marshfield is 1,848. The number of probable cases (positive antigen tests) is 543 which we are now
reporting separately, and not grouping with confirmed cases, in accordance with DPH Covid-19 data
reporting. Total number of tests performed to date is 45,917. We regret to report that to date, there have
been 36 deaths in our community attributed to Covid-19. The numbers we provide are cumulative data
from January 1, 2020 to the present date.

Total number of cases in the last 14 days is 5.
Percent positivity in the last 14 days 0.36% (last week also 0.36%0)
Average daily incidence rate per 100,000 the last 14 days is 0.6% (up from 0.3)



BOSTON — This week the Baker-Polito Administration announced that the Commonwealth is on track to
meet the goal of vaccinating 4.1 million residents by the first week of June and all remaining COVID-19
restrictions will be lifted effective May 29.

The Commonwealth’s face covering order will also be rescinded on May 29. The Department of Public
Health will issue a new face covering advisory consistent with the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention’s updated guidance. Face coverings will still be mandatory for all individuals on public and
private transportation systems (including rideshares, livery, taxi, ferries, MBTA, Commuter Rail and
transportation stations), in healthcare facilities and in other settings hosting vulnerable populations, such as
congregate care settings.

Governor Charlie Baker will end the State of Emergency June 15.

The Administration also announced updates that will be effective May 18 to revise face covering
requirements for youth and amateur sports and other guidance relating to childcare programs and K-12
schools. The Administration will release updated guidance for summer camps effective May 29.

The Administration is able to take these steps to reopen the Commonwealth’s economy because
Massachusetts is on track to meet the goal set in December to fully vaccinate over 4 million individuals by
the first week of June. The Commonwealth leads the nation in vaccinating residents, with 75% of adults
receiving at least one dose. To date, over 4 million residents have received a first dose, with 3.2 million fully
vaccinated.

New cases have dropped by 89% since January 8. COVID hospitalizations are down 88% since January 1
and the positive test rate is down by 88% from peaking at 8.7% on January 1 to 1% today.

Effective May 29



Effective May 29, all industries will be permitted to open. With the exception of remaining face-covering
requirements for public and private transportation systems and facilities housing vulnerable populations, all
industry restrictions will be lifted, and capacity will increase to 100% for all industries. The gathering limit will
be rescinded.

All industries will be encouraged to follow CDC guidance for cleaning and hygiene protocols.

On May 18, 2020, the Administration published the reopening phases, which called for ending restrictions
when vaccines became widely available. Today, there are over 975 locations for Massachusetts residents to
access vaccines without delay.

Face Covering Guidance

In line with updated CDC face covering guidance, the Administration will rescind the current face covering
order and issue a new face covering advisory effective May 29.

Non-vaccinated individuals are advised to continue wearing face masks and to continue distancing in most
settings. The advisory will also recommend fully vaccinated individuals no longer need to wear a face
covering or social distance indoors or outdoors except for in certain situations.

Face coverings will still be required for all individuals on public and private transportation (including
rideshares, livery, taxi, ferries, MBTA, Commuter Rail and transportation stations), healthcare facilities and
providers, congregate care settings and health and rehabilitative day services.

Face coverings will also remain required indoors for staff and students of K-12 schools and early education
providers.

Link to mask guidance

Youth and Amateur Sports Face Covering Guidance


https://www.mass.gov/doc/reopening-massachusetts/download
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/mask-up-massachusetts

Effective May 18, the youth and amateur sports guidance will be updated to no longer require face coverings
for youth athletes 18 and under while playing outdoor sports. Effective May 29, all youth and amateur sports
restrictions will be lifted.

Link to youth sports guidance
K-12, Early Education and Summer Camp Guidance

Effective May 18, guidance from the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education and the
Department of Early Education and Care will be updated to no longer require masks for outdoor activities
like recess and to allow for the sharing of objects in classrooms, in both K-12 and childcare settings. This
guidance will remain in effect beyond May 29.

The Administration will release updated guidance for summer camps, effective May 29, which will include no
longer requiring masks for outdoor activities.

Link to DESE guidance
Link to EEC guidance
State of Emergency Order

Governor Baker will end the State of Emergency June 15, and the Administration will work with legislative
and municipal partners during this period in order to manage an orderly transition from emergency measures
adopted by executive order and special legislation during the period of the State of Emergency.

HiHt


https://www.mass.gov/doc/safety-standards-for-youth-and-adult-amateur-sports-activities-phase-iv-step-1-effective-on-51821/download
https://www.doe.mass.edu/covid19/faq/
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/eec-covid-19-resources-updates-and-information
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-state-of-emergency

BOSTON — The Baker-Polito Administration announced that Massachusetts will move forward in the
Commonwealth's reopening plan to reopen certain outdoor Phase 4 industries effective May 10", as
previously announced. The Administration continues to take steps to reopen the Commonwealth's economy
with public health metrics continuing to trend in a positive direction.

On March 22, Massachusetts loosened restrictions and advanced to Phase IV of the Commonwealth’s
reopening plan. Since then, daily new COVID-19 cases have dropped by 45%, hospitalizations have
dropped by 23%, and deaths have dropped by 69%. All these metrics have dropped by around 80% or more
since the beginning of the year. The Commonwealth also remains a national leader in COVID-19
vaccinations, and over 3.9 million people are fully or partially vaccinated, and Massachusetts is on track to
meet its goal of vaccinating over 4 million people by the beginning of June.

Effective Monday, May 10t:
The Commonwealth will reopen certain outdoor Phase 4 industries.

« Amusement parks, theme parks and outdoor water parks will be permitted to operate at a 50%
capacity after submitting safety plans to the Department of Public Health.

« Road races and other large, outdoor organized amateur or professional group athletic events will be
permitted to take place with staggered starts and other appropriate safety measures after submitting
safety plans to a local board of health or the DPH.

Additionally, large capacity venues such as indoor and outdoor stadiums, arenas and ballparks currently
open at 12% capacity as part of Phase 4, Step 1 will be permitted to increase capacity to 25%.

Youth and adult amateur sports tournaments will be allowed for moderate and high-risk sports.

Singing will also be permitted indoors with strict distancing requirements at performance venues,
restaurants, event venues and other businesses.


https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-announces-transition-to-phase-iv-of-reopening-plan
https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-announces-transition-to-phase-iv-of-reopening-plan
https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-on-track-to-hit-goal-of-41-million-people-vaccinated-announces-next-phase-of-vaccination-efforts
https://www.mass.gov/news/baker-polito-administration-on-track-to-hit-goal-of-41-million-people-vaccinated-announces-next-phase-of-vaccination-efforts

Grocery stores and retail stores with a pharmacy department should consider dedicated hours of operation
for seniors, but will no longer be required to offer senior hours.

Additional Changes Anticipated to be Effective Saturday, May 29t:

Contingent on continued positive trends in the public health and vaccination data, on May
29+ additional sectors will be permitted to re-open and gathering limits will increase to 200 people indoors
and 250 people outdoors for event venues, public settings and private settings.

The additional sectors that will be permitted to open include:

« Parades, street festivals and agricultural festivals, after submitting safety plans to the local board of
health including measures for maintaining social distance, staffing and operations plans and hygiene
and cleaning protocols.

« Bars, beer gardens, breweries, wineries and distilleries, which will be subject to restaurant rules with
seated service only, a 90 minute limit and no dance floors.
Subject to public health and vaccination data, the restaurant guidance will be updated to eliminate the
requirement that food be served with alcohol and to increase the maximum table size to 10.

Last week, the Administration also relaxed the Face Coverings Order for some outdoor settings and
announced further reopening plans for August 1s.

For more information, visit mass.gov/reopening.


https://www.mass.gov/info-details/reopening-massachusetts

